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PROGRAM EXPENSES

24%
Family Foster Care and Adoption Services

$9,474,231

12%
Campus-based Programs

$4,741,238

14%
Medical and Mental Health Services 

$5,514,654
14.8%
Group Home Programs
$5,824,093

27.4%
START With Hope Program
$10,792,640

7.8%
Family Support Program
$3,069,735

SUPPORT AND REVENUES
Operating Revenues $45,680,391
Support and Non-Operating Revenues
   Grants 539,381
   Contributions 338,537
   Special Events (net of direct expenses) 102,610
   Gain on Forgiveness of PPP Loan 5,913,396
   Other Income (losses) (8,023)
Total Support and 
Non-Operating Revenues 6,885,901

Total Support and Revenues 52,566,292

EXPENSES
   Program 39,416,591
   Management and General 7,072,038
   Fundraising 522,232

Total Expenses 47,010,861

Change in Net Assets 5,555,431
Net Assets, Beginning of Year 2,372,439

Net Assets, End of Year $7,927,870
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Spring 2023

Dear Friends:

We are pleased to present the 2022 MercyFirst Annual Report, which provides but a glimpse of how 
busy we were this past year carrying out our mission, and how we are helping children and families 
overcome the enormous obstacles they face daily.  

This challenging work against the backdrop of an ever-changing environment looks very different from 
when the agency first opened its doors in the late 1800s.  But the mission always remains the same.  
Today, the emphasis on early intervention and prevention through the Family First Prevention Services 
Act has resulted in MercyFirst being awarded a Post-Permanency Support Program (PPSP) this fiscal 
year.

Following a competitive bidding process, MercyFirst was selected by New Yorkers for Children and 
Spence-Chapin Services to Families and Children as one of three providers in New York City to launch 
this innovative program.  The privately funded prevention program offers New York City families the best 
chance for success in preserving and stabilizing placements once children have been adopted or placed 
in kinship guardianship.  We have seen positive outcomes in the first year of this program with 60% of 
families contacted signing on for services and 70% of the program’s cases closed with the permanency 
goals met.  We look forward to continuing to make a positive impact through PPSP, and to growing our 
work in the community-based prevention space. 

In addition to PPSP, we continue to provide an array of programs including family foster care and 
adoption services, group homes in the community to meet the needs of children in crisis when staying 
at home is not possible, and short-term residential services for unaccompanied migrant children from 
all corners of the world.  

In all that we do, we remain keenly focused on the role we play in the dismantling of historical and 
systemic racism, a pervasive issue for the populations we serve.  By keeping Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
and Belonging (DEIB) front and center in everything we do – whether it is through our F.O.C.U.S. Equity 
Alliance, our DEIB Interview Panel, or our culturally-competent team of caregivers who provide the 
best quality of services to the children, youth, and vulnerable families of New York City and across Long 
Island – MercyFirst is part of this important conversation.  In fact, DEIB has been woven into the fabric 
of the agency as a “critical concern” of the Sisters of Mercy since the late 1800s when the agency was 
established.

Meanwhile, we are honored to fulfill the life-affirming mission set forth by the Sisters of Mercy nearly 
130 years ago.  It is our generation’s responsibility to continue to build on the great work of this ministry, 
and to stay relevant to meeting the complex needs of today. It is no easy feat but every day, it is what all 
of us at MercyFirst – Board and staff – proudly and tirelessly do together to inspire hope and promote 
healing for the children and families we serve in New York City and across Long Island.  

We are excited about the future of MercyFirst and thank you for the unwavering support you have 
shown us over the years. We could not do this work without you!

Sincerely, 

Brian Hecker
Board Chair

P.S.   Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MercyFirst or call to arrange for a tour of our programs.  We 
would love to show you around.  

P.P.S.  F.O.C.U.S., the name of our staff-driven Equity Alliance committed to advancing DEIB in all we do, stands for 
For Our Communities Ultimate Success. 

Renée Skolaski
President & CEO

2022 FINANCIAL REPORT
Year Ended June 30, 2022

Form 990

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61d67dbd610c86513cc1840e/t/657376a569cb9075f15f1ceb/1702065833758/MercyFirst+2021+Form+990.pdf


PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

16   students in our Scholarship Program 

received financial assistance. In 2022, 3 
Scholarship Program Alumni graduated 
from college!

91  Youth in our Bridges to the Future 
program received assistance from their 
Life Skills Coaches. Together, the coaches 
work with youth to develop and achieve 
education, career and housing goals.

86%  of Youth in our Bridges to the 
Future completed the Career Academy 
job training program, providing them with 
necessary life skills and work experience. 
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POSITIVE OUTCOMES

100%   of at-risk families remained 
together because of the help received in 
our Family Support Services program. 

Our Care Management services assisted 

233 children access appropriate medical 
and mental health services allowing them 
to remain safely at home in the community. 

29 young mothers learned valuable skills 
to help them become better parents to 
their babies. 

In our Art and Creative Therapies program  

3,426 youth and families participated 
in individual, group and family sessions. 
Art and Creative therapy allows youth to 
organize, identify and express events for 
which there may be no words through 
individual and group arts-based projects, 
yoga, community murals, therapeutic 
drumming, nature installations, art 
exhibitions and animal-assisted therapy.
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POST-PERMANENCY SUPPORT PROGRAM SUCCESS

In the first year, we provided 30  families with essential post-
adoption/guardianship services. 

OUR IMPACT 
July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

Adoption Services 6
Family Foster Care 346
Group Home Programs 134
Campus-based Programs 49
Family Support Program 387
START With Hope Program 270

PROGRAM AREA CLIENTS SERVED

OUR LOCATIONS

SUFFOLK

NASSAU
QUEENS

BROOKLYN

COMMUNITY-BASED FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS
FAMILY FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION PROGRAMS
GROUP HOME PROGRAMS
CAMPUS-BASED PROGRAMS

Foster care youth participate in a variety of 
cooking activities with our program staff.

Life Skills Coach, Akeda, celebrated with 
students at our Scholarship Awards Dinner.



Anonymous
National Grid
Ridgewood Savings Bank

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Rizzi
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin J. Shine
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Travers
USI - Northeast
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Widlitz

Mr. Benji Cheung and Ms. Susan Lee
Bank of America - Merrill Lynch
Chris Home Design
Geico Philantrhopic Foundation
Anne & Scott Gildea

Gildea & Ivanis LLP
Maspeth Federal Savings & Loan Association
Mr. & Mrs. William H. May, Jr.
Schroder Investment Management NA
The SecureCom Group

UBS Securities
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Venuti
Victoria Loconsolo Foundation Inc.
Wells Fargo Securities

$2,500 and above

Arrow Transfer & Storage
Axiak Construction Corp.
BNY Mellon Community Partnership,
Ms. June M. Browne
Mr. & Mrs. Dominick Caccippio
Mr. Alexander Casella
Center for Veterinary Care Millbrook, P.C.
CHA Partners
Charlotte Avenue Associates
Mr. John R. Connors
Mr. Ryan Cornacchia
Crest/Good Mfg. Co., Inc.
Crowe LLP
D&P Auto Sales
Daniel Finley Allen & Co.
Mr. Joshua Davidson

Deutsche Bank
Mr. Peter Falcone
Mr. Scott Farrell
Mr. & Mrs. Mike P. Fay
Flatlands Lions Club
Mr. & Mrs. Chris J. Gallagher
Ms. Kristin Gamble
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Hecker
Mr. Anthony Heyman
Mr. Sean Infante
Jaspan Schlesinger, LLP
Jefferies LLC
Mr. William Lau
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Lavin
Anonymous
Ms. Gail Marcus

Mr. & Mrs. John J. McCabe
Mr. Gerard McCaffery & Ms. Margo Magid
Mr. & Mrs. Marc O. Mckenzie
Mrs. Maryellen McNamara
Mrs. Maria Melillo
Michael Muroff Architect LLC
Modern Communications
Mr. Raymond Okane
Mr. Roger E. Podesta
Mr. Jay Rabinowitz
Ms. Kelley Ryan
Ms. Renee Skolaski
Mr. Edward H. Sonn
Strom Home Remodeling
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Theogene
Whitsons Culinary Group

$1,000 and above
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Boost Grant by Nassau County Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption The Stephen A. Signorile Family Fund

Mrs. Darcy Belyea
Arthur J. Gallagher
Catherine M. Walsh Foundation
City Wide Cleaning Company
Mr. Christopher Clifford
CXO Nexus
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen P. Davy

Elaine Kahl Irrev. Trust
FSC Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick F. McCarthy
Paycom
PharMerica
Piper Sandler
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Silveri

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen & Mary J. Stafford
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Thomas
Trooper Foods
Valley
Warren & Warren, P.C.
Weill Family Foundation

The names listed have supported our work through financial contributions 
between July 1, 2021- June 30, 2022. We are grateful for every one of our 
supporters!

$500 and above
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American Online Giving Foundation
Anonymous
Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
BDO
Mr. Louis Bisso, Jr.
Central Digital Solutions
Mrs. Barbara Conolly
Cronin & Cronin Law Firm, PLLC
Crowe Horwath Foundation
Ms. Jean Cutrone
Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Carla DeFrancisco
Nick & John DeFrancisco
Mr. & Mrs. Barry M. Donohue
Mr. Richard E. Feinbloom
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Fletcher

Mr. Rory Gildea & Ms. Melissa Lombreglia
Ms. Roxanne Green
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Gutman
Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Harris
Ms. Maria Ivanis
Dr. Andrew Jacono
Mr. Gerard P. Kaessinger
Mr. Bruce Kennedy
Mr. David Koehler
Law Offices of Rhonda L. Maco
Mr. Gabriel Lowy
Mr. Kenneth Male & Mrs. Erica Obert-Male
Metric Consulting & Inspection
Montclare & Wachtler
New York Insulation, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Noble
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Salerno
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Scheffer
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Snow
Stifel
Mr. Adam Swank
Mr. Mark Tessar
The Bank of America Charitable 
     Foundation
The Women’s Association Fifth 
     Avenue Presbyterian Church
Ms. Leora Tilocca
Mr. Jack Yang

$250 and above

Mr. Michael Agnes
Amazon Smile
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Baker
Mr. Aaron Bergman
Mr. David Bernstein
Bert Drobbin Company, Inc.
Ms. Pauline Blake
Ms. Bonnie Bowes
Mr. Joseph P. Castellano, Jr.
Catholic Teachers Association of The Diocese of 
Brooklyn,Inc
Mr. Richard Cogan
Mr. Gerald Conboy
Mr. Andrew De La Fuente
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald DiPietro
Mr. Zachary Drozd
Ms. Julia A. Ferraro
Ms. Christine Ferris

Fulton Street Software LLC
Ms. Elizabeth Guthlein
Mrs. Alice Hanley
Dr. & Mrs. Ady Hershcovitch
Ms. Anne Hubert
IBM Employee Services Center
Ms. Alison Jaworowski
Mr. Peter Kassal
Koller Search Partners
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph LaBato
Mr. & Mrs. David Leeds
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Levine
Mr. Michael Long
Mr. James Mascarella
Mr. Joshua Mattana
Mr. Charles J. Mazer & Mr. Stephen Olivier
Mr. Paul McCarthy
Mr. Matthew Misisco

Oppenheimer & Co. Inc.
Sister Frances J. Picone, RSM
Ms. Heather Randall
Mr. Michael Reda
Mr. Theodore Russell
Mrs. Donald Samuelsen
Scarsdale Improvement Corporation
Mrs. Maria Sneden
Mr. & Mrs. John Tedesco
Mr. & Mrs. Simon Tong
Ms. Barbara Tyree
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Wallner
Mr. & Mrs. John Wlaysewski
World Threads Inc DBA Eberjey
WPW Growers

An additional 244 donations were made by generous supporters.

Up to $250

THANK YOU. We couldn’t do it without you.
$25,000 and above

$10,000 and above

$5,000 and above

Friends from the U.S. Customs and Border Protection delivered gifts for our families during the holidays.

MercyFirst Board Member, James Jewett (second from left) with the team from Ridgewood Savings Bank at our ‘Fore the Kids’ 
Golf Outing.



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
525 Convent Road, Syosset, NY 11791
241 37th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232

ABOUT MERCYFIRST: Rooted in a legacy of mercy spanning more than a century, MercyFirst 
inspires hope and promotes healing for the most vulnerable children and families in New 

York City and across Long Island.  Founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 1894, today MercyFirst 
offers a range of innovative programs and services that provide stability and support and help 

individuals and communities thrive.

MercyFirst

Mercy_First

mercyfirst_ny

www.mercyfirst.org

FOLLOW OUR JOURNEY ACCREDITED BY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chair
Brian Hecker

Vice Chairs
Marc McKenzie
Kevin Shine

Treasurer
Scott Gildea

Secretary
Elizabeth K. Venuti 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
Renée Skolaski

Trustees
Darcy Belyea 
Sr. Margaret Dempsey, RSM
Sr. Maureen Jessnik, RSM
James Jewett
Rhonda Maco  
Ken Male 
William May
Paul Travers
Sr. Alicia Zapata, RSM

Cover Photos (L-R): (1) Renée Skolaski, President & CEO (center) along with Madeline Martinez, VP of Mission Integration 
(right) distributed Mercy Day ‘Feast Treats’ to staff in our Ozone Park office. (2) Student artwork from our Art & Creative 
Therapies program displayed at our annual Art Show. (3) We are thankful for people like Sandra & Sophie who started 
their journey as foster parents to a pair of siblings before becoming adoptive parents! (4) Vidal, a resident in our Mother/
Baby program, celebrated High School graduation with her daughter. (5) Youth enjoy taking care of our community 
garden. (6) Students in our residential program participated in a fiesta themed cooking class.




