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Katherine Grodzki

From: MercyFirst <communications@mercyfirst.org>
Sent: Tuesday, November 8, 2022 10:06 AM
To: Katherine Grodzki
Subject: November 2022 Newsletter

WARNING: This message has been sent from outside the organization. Please make sure all attachments and links are legit before 
proceeding. 

 

   

 

   

Angel of Hope Gala Raises over $180,000 

With the generous support of our sponsors and all attendees at the iconic Rainbow Room in 
NYC, we raised over $180,000 which helps MercyFirst provide children and families in need 
with safe opportunities for hope, healing and a brighter future. During the event we 
spotlighted our Youth Development program, Bridges to the Future, and heard from Juan 
(pictured above), about how important the program is to him as a youth in foster care, and the 
support he receives from his Youth Life Skills Coach, Jelani Goodwin. Please visit our 
Facebook page to view more photos from the event: www.facebook.com/MercyFirst 

   

 

Youth Celebrate Through Art! 

MercyFirst youth at both our Brooklyn and Syosset locations 
celebrated National Coming Out Day through art- creating 
"rays of hope" expressing their support of the LGBTQ 
community and decorating fans, enabling them to feel safe 
and confident in their expression through creative process. 

Youth in our START with Hope program also used art to 
create posters for Hispanic Heritage Month celebrating 
significant figures with Hispanic heritage. Students then 
came together to share presentations about their figures’ 
significant contributions. During the event, youth, teachers 
and staff collaborated on a collective tapestry artwork 
representing the positive impact Hispanic culture has had on 
them. 
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Makeover at our Merrick Community Residence 

Thanks to a generous grant from National Grid, our Merrick 
Community Residence was able to do beautiful upgrades to 
both their dining room and kitchen.  With all new appliances, 
flooring, wall treatments and curtains, the space looks 
completely new! This act of kindness from National Grid 
really demonstrated to our youth how important their needs 
are and helped to make the Merrick house feel even more 
like a home.   

 

 

  

 

Halloween Candy & Snack Drive for MercyFirst 

The kids at MercyFirst enjoyed a mound of Halloween candy 
and snack thanks to the team at Crowe LLP New York 
Office! After being introduced to MercyFirst by our Board 
Chair and Partner at Crowe, Brian Hecker, the 
team organized a Candy Drive for the kids and made sure 
everything was delivered in time for Halloween! 

 

 

  

 

NYC ACS Excellence in Practice Awards 

Congratulations to three amazing staff members who were 
awarded Excellence in Practice Awards from NYC 
Administration of Children's Services for their outstanding 
work with our children and families.   

(pictured top to bottom) 

Halimatou Barry, Caseworker, Pregnant & Parenting program 

Etson Bazile, Casework Supervisor, Residential program 

Deitre Reynolds, Program Director, Family Foster Care 

  
 

 

Youth Artwork. 
 

 

Presentation: “Art Therapy with Unaccompanied 
Minors" 

Eileen McGann, MercyFirst Director of the Arts and 
Creative Therapies, presented on a panel at the Association 
for the Psychoanalysis of Culture & Society’s October 
conference. Ms. McGann’s presentation, “Art Therapy with 
Unaccompanied Minors,” reflects on her work with youth in 
our START with Hope program. 

"Common experiences of loss, hope and survival are themes 
unaccompanied minors in a residential facility often present. 
In this setting, art therapy has been an essential part of the 
treatment for youth, from initial assessment to long term 
therapy." Read the full presentation summary on our 
LinkedIn page. 

   

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net%2Fintv2%2Fj%2FD6CA433A-7892-4390-888C-9F5E2DA692E4%2Fr%2FD6CA433A-7892-4390-888C-9F5E2DA692E4_2c40033a-cc26-4351-9253-fa78e24b04f9%2Fl%2F43A4CBA5-6D3B-4B23-BE0C-492CE54D635E%2Fc&data=05%7C01%7Ckgrodzki%40mercyfirst.org%7C7752fbdf4f7a49be8f5608dac19ac9c9%7Cb649092b9865470fa2a4d21cd3a6943f%7C1%7C0%7C638035167804865241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qJPv%2BXKV9IBKyRsWRAvEn0XBmQi93i3Cz%2BmoJAu4VkA%3D&reserved=0
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Make a Child Smile this Holiday Season 

We have made it easy for you to send holiday cheer to the 
children & teens at MercyFirst this holiday season. Just shop 
our  Amazon Wishlist and gifts will be shipped directly to us! 
It's also a great time to gather your friends, family or 
colleagues to host a holiday gift drive. To find out more, 
please email Kerri Sneden.  

 

 

Make a Donation Today  
 

 

   

    

ABOUT MERCYFIRST:  Rooted in a legacy of mercy spanning more than a century, 
MercyFirst inspires hope and promotes healing for the most vulnerable children and families in 
New York City and across Long Island.  Founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 1894, today MercyFirst 
offers a range of innovative programs and services that provide stability and support and help 

individuals and communities thrive. 
   

     

 

Donate | Visit Our Website 

   

Unsubscribe  
MercyFirst  

525 Convent Road, Syosset NY 11791 
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